
BRIGHTER FUTURES THROUGH MUSIC 

A Spectacular Evening of Impact and Philanthropy 
Honoring Tom McGuire

 

MAY 7, 2025 
 6:00-8:00PM 

 
  

 

 
 

  

Please sponsor the musical event  
held at the A.J. Fletcher Opera Theater in 
Raleigh. Proceeds benefit Community 
Music School, whose mission is to enrich 
and inspire children through access to and 
delivery of high-quality music instruction.  
 
This event is open to the community. 
 

 

This annual event honors the late Tom 
McGuire’s passion for music and his 
dedication to children. Tom was 
committed to building a better world 
through his philanthropy.  

Community Music School is a perfect 
match for honoring Tom McGuire’s 
legacy. CMS has been meeting the 
community need for affordable music 
instruction by offering high quality 
personalized music lessons to  Wake 
County youth for more than 30 years, and 
served 250 students last year.  
 



 

FEATURED ARTISTS 

Every child should have access to the life-changing benefits 
of music education 

Accomplished musician and educator and 
John Brown, Vice Provost for the Arts and 
Director of the Jazz Program at Duke 
University, began performing as a bassist at a 
young age. He will perform as well as share 
how his work aligns with CMS’s mission. 
 
Ira David Wood III, award-winning actor and 
advocate for the arts, will host the evening of 
inspiring performances and moving stories. 
 
 

 

 

The event fundraising goal of $175,000 
will strengthen experiences for 
students as CMS expands partnerships 
and offerings.  
 
CMS is the only organization in Wake 
County that provides private,  
personalized music instruction in  
multiple genres exclusively to students 
whose families cannot otherwise 
afford lessons. Professional instruction 
is just $1 per week and instruments are 
provided.  
 
 MORE INFORMATION 

Contact: Executive Director Melanie Doerner 

919.832.0900 mdoerner@cmsraleigh.org cmsraleigh.org 
CMS is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit 

YOUR GIFT OF MUSIC 

http://cmsraleigh.org/
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An evening to benefit Community Music School  
Honoring Tom McGuire  

Honorary Chair  
Barbara McGuire  

Co-Chairs  
Carolyn Colquitt  
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Committee 
Dr. Candice Arrick 
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Elizabeth Beam 
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Dr. James Corpening 

Madeliene Dobbins 
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Donna Mooney-Haywood, President, Board of Directors 
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Dawn Downing, Director of Development 
Trevor Jones, Social Media & Promotions Manager 

 

This special event honors the late Tom McGuire’s passion for music and his dedication 

to children’s welfare. 

 

Proceeds benefit Community Music School, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit. 

 

Visit www.cmsraleigh.org 



$35,000 
MAESTRO 
SPONSORS

$25,000 
PRESENTING 
SPONSORS

$15,000 
PLATINUM 
SPONSORS

$10,000
GOLD 

SPONSORS

$5,000
SILVER 

SPONSORS

$2,500 
BRONZE 

SPONSORS

$1,000 
SUPPORTERS

$500
FRIENDS 

Recognition in event invitation, 
signage, digital promotions, 
website

Presented by... & logo Sponsored by…at each level 
(Platinum, Gold, Silver, Bronze)

Donor listing per support 
level

Number of guests
*Preferred seating 12* 10* 8* 6* 6 4 4 2
Private tour of Community Music 
School and opportunity to 
interact with faculty and students

 ½ hour private music lessons 
with CMS faculty 6 5 4 3 2 1
OR Host student and
faculty performance

All proceeds benefit Community Music School, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit. Visit cmsraleigh.org

SPONSORSHIP BENEFITS 

Brighter Futures Through Music
An evening to benefit Community Music School

Honoring Tom McGuire

https://cmsraleigh.org/


 

Sponsorship Agreement Form  
I/we will support Community Music School by sponsoring “Brighter Futures Through Music: A 
Spectacular Evening of Impact and Philanthropy Honoring Tom McGuire” to be held May 7, 2025, at the 
following level:  

o $35,000 Maestro Sponsors  

o $25,000 Presenting Sponsors  

o $15,000 Platinum Sponsors  

o $10,000 Gold Sponsors  

o $5,000 Silver Sponsors  

o $2,500 Bronze Sponsors  

o $1,000 Supporters 

o $500 Friends  

Name  

Organization  

Address  

City / State /Zip  

Phone Number  

Email address  

Signature  

Note: sign electronically by typing your name in the box above  

Please complete and send to Executive Director Melanie by mail at Community Music School, 322 Chapanoke Road 
Raleigh, NC 27603 or by email at mdoerner@cmsraleigh.org.  

Thank you for your support! This special event honors the late Tom McGuire’s passion for music and his dedication to 
children’s welfare. All proceeds benefit Community Music School, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit. Federal Identification Number: 
59-2098168. Upon receipt of this form, Community Music School will invoice your organization for this donation.  

If you have any questions, contact Executive Director Melanie Doerner at (919) 832-0900 or mdoerner@cmsraleigh.org  

In the unlikely event of extreme weather or other disaster that results in the cancellation of this event, sponsorship payments shall not be  
refunded but remain a donation to the work of Community Music School, with donation publicized by CMS in addition to pre-event publicity. 
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Music is foundational to every young person’s development, and cost should 
not hinder a child’s opportunity for high-quality instruction. We welcome 
students of all abilities so anyone can experience the delight of exploring their 
musical interests.

High quality comes from the dedication of professional instructors and the 
quality instruments we provide to students. CMS supports students’ goals and 
interests, offering lessons on a variety of instruments, creating new ensembles, 
and growing our music production program where students learn to produce 
original compositions.

Families and community partners are engaged in ways that support the student’s 
development, including workshops with professional musicians, opportunities 
to attend arts performances, connections to community resources, and help 
with plans for a future that includes music if desired. 

Research shows that musical education enhances a child’s 
academic and personal development. We are creating a 
community where brighter futures are fostered through music. 
On behalf of the Board of Directors, thank you for supporting 
access to high-quality music education and contributing to 
meaningful change in our community.

With gratitude, 

Donna Mooney-Haywood
Community Music School 

We are proud to showcase our commitment to the CMS mission to enrich and 
inspire children and youth through access to and delivery of high-quality music 
instruction.

Our focus on both high quality and access sets us apart from other music 
school options in Wake County. 

Dear Frien#,



SEE A PERFORMANCE
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MELANIE 
DOERNER

XAVIER
AGE 13

Students thrive with the 
powerful combination 
of encouragement from 
wonderful instructors, 
support from their families, 
and dedication to practice.

I just close my eyes and 
imagine I’m playing in front 
of a million people and give 
it everything I got.

“

“
Guitar Student

Executive Director



Students 
Enrolled 256

44
6

3
Summer 
Campers

Graduating 
Seniors

Satellite 
Sites

North Carolina Arts in Education Week Proclamation

Arts education contributes to personal 
growth outside of the classroom, including 
increasing a student’s likelihood to 
participate in civic life, volunteerism, 
altruism, and community engagement.

IMPACTFuture 4



Per Lesson

Student 
D

em
ographics

Hours of Instruction

$1

Black/
African 

American

29%

Latinx/
Hispanic

39%

White
9%

Asian
4%

American 
Indian/

Alaska Native

1%

Other/
Undisclosed 

5%

7-18 A
ges

Mixed Race
14%

1 1Music 
Instruction:

CMS is the only organization in Wake County that 
provides professional, personalized music instruction 
in multiple genres exclusively to students from 
families with financial need.

19
Professional 
Instructors

3,384

Our IMPACT

5



Community Music School 

“
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“
MO AGE 16

Before coming to CMS, Mo was not thriving 
in school and spent much of his time playing 
video games. His first CMS teacher, Jake 
Buchanan, inspired his interest in drums, 
and his second, Rocky Raeford, on music 
composition. David Mash, a CMS advisory 
board member, mentored him and taught 
him music theory. Mo is now enrolled in 
Alamance Community College and plans a 
future in music. As a student with autism, 
Mo has learned focus, consistency and 
accountability at CMS.
Mo’s Mother

See 
Mo’s 
Story

SHIA AGE 15

“ It took me a while to find 
my instrument. I tried a 
variety of different ones 
until I found the harp and 
my teacher Ms. Garrett. I 
was just so inspired, and 
that was new to me. Never 
had an instrument inspire 
me before. I’ve worked out 
my schedule so I can try to 
practice as much as I can. 
This whole journey led me 
here, and I’m so grateful.



CMS friends, students and families gathered for a community 
event to support CMS and honor Tom McGuire’s passion for 
music and children. The spring event, featuring Grammy-
nominated jazz saxophonist Marcus Anderson and ¡Tumbao! 
raised $150,000 to expand CMS enrollment and strengthen 
programs. 

FUNDRAISER HONORING
TOM MCGUIRE
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It is an honor and great joy to work 
at the Community Music School, 
an organization providing a unique 
opportunity for children in North 
Carolina to engage in music lessons.

“

High-Qu$ity 
In%ructi&DR. ANTHONY LEE

Mark your 
calendars for 
May 7, 2025!  

Take a look at 
the 2024 

performances

Photo credit: Cindy McEnery



23-24
FOUNDATION & PRIVATE SUPPORT 

PROGRAM SERVICES

INDIVIDUAL CONTRIBUTIONS

FUNDRAISING

GENERAL & ADMINISTRATIVE

FUNDRAISING EVENTS 

GOVERNMENT

CORPORATIONS

PROGRAM FEES & OTHER 

SOURCES:

USES:

$142,353

$438,033

$110,408

$115,354

$50,355

$138,275

$98,417

$42,962

$18,353

TOTAL:
$550,768

FINANCIAL
HIGHLIGHTS

TOTAL:
$603,742

23-24

IN THE  
COMMUNITY
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CMS is part of the broader 
community through satellite 
programs, summer camp, and 
community partner engagement. 

We launched our third Explorations 
satellite program at Fox Road 
Elementary School and returned 
to Southeast Raleigh Community 
Learning Center and Wakelon 
Elementary.

The CMS Pop Band has developed 
a following and has been invited 
to perform at multiple community 
cultural events.
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A family commits 
to a year-long 
relationship with 
CMS for weekly 
classes – and 
more. The music 
lessons are just 
one component 
of the learning 
process that is 
enhanced by 
recitals, master 
classes, concerts, 
ensembles, and 
field trips. This 
year, nearly half 
of CMS students 
are siblings. 

Community Music School 

9
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Honor Roll of Donors July 1, 2023 - June 30, 2024 

Individual and Family Foundation Supporters
$10,000+ 

Anonymous 
Elizabeth and David Beam 
Dr. Tibor Becske**
Linda and Robert Grew
Susan Jones 
Mann Family Foundation
Barbara McGuire
Frank K. Webb Charitable Trust

$1,000-$2,499

Chip Anderson 
Kevin and Robin Angley 
Maggie Bailey and David Levine
Carol and Robert Bilbro
Lynne and Walter Brock
Nancy Brockman
Mike Brosman
Katherine and Mike Connell 
George Douglas III
Fenwick Foundation
Floyd Family Foundation*
Sarah Greaser 
Christopher Harris
Martha Hays
Edna Hensey
Nancy and Fred Hutchison
Charles Kronberg 
David Jernigan
Sally and William Johnson
John R. and Carolyn J. Maness Family 
Foundation
Robert McDevitt
Lany McDonald
Mary and Bill Moss
Lane Nash 
Lyn Maness
Ann and David Permar
Dwayne Perry
George Smedes Poyner Foundation, Inc. 

$5,000-$9,999 

Thuy and Mitch Dancik
Ella Ann L. and Frank B. Holding Foundation
David L. Marzetti Memorial Music Trust Fund
Nancy and Ron McFarlane 
Sue Ann and Francis Westmeyer

$2,500-$4,999 

Heather Arabie 
Joan and Prentiss Baker III
David Casteel**
Jill and John Cramer
William C. Ethridge Foundation, Inc. 
Anne Faircloth and Fred Beaujeu-Dufour
Sallie and Gordon Grubb
Rosemary Gill Kenyon
Jennifer and Andy Martin
Donna Mooney-Haywood
Paul and Lynn Reynolds
Bob Sar 
Aubrey Kerr Walker 
Rosemary and Smedes York

$500-$999

Anonymous
Bert Armstrong
Dr. Candice Arrick
Catharine Biggs Arrowood
Agnes Marshall and Robert Auman
Mr. Edwin & Mrs. Caroline D. Braswell
Adam Buchanan
Marion Church
Carroll and Tim Clancy
Dr. Peter Corson
Rebecca Crosson
Thomas Cunningham
Lowell Davidson
Glenn M. Davis
Georgia and Alec Donaldson
David and Morgie Duke
Theresa Ellerby
Cynthia and John Ethridge
Sandra Fain
Thomas Fisher Jr.
Adam Fox
Samuel Fulp
Baird Garrabrant
William Hamlin
Stephanie Harris
Judith and Richard Hendrickson
Susan and Carl Hibbert
Nancy and Fred Hutchison
Dr. Latonja Ivery
Nell Joslin
Chancy and Keith Kapp
Martha Keravuori
Kathy Klotzberger
Amy and David Marschall
David Mash
Lany Walden McDonald
Sharon Muha
Jeannette Nelson
Liza Nye
Deborah Penn
Pittman Arnold Charitable Fund
Katherine and Vincent Revels
William Rogers
Linda and Dick Roseberry
Lisa and Jeff Rosenberg
Charyl and Charles Safley
Susan and Russ Stephenson
Joyce Stroud
Mary Ann  & Robert Thomas

$1,000-$2,499 cont.

Gwendolyn and Leroy Reynolds
Martha and John Sanders
Katherine Schoellhorn
Peter Scott III
Dena & Charlie Silver
Silverback Foundation, Inc.
Norma and Robert Tomb 
Vincent and Judy Vaccaro**
Christine and Charles Wagner
Shelle and Philip Wheeler
J. Blount and Dargan Williams
Ginny Zehr

Institutional Supporters
$25,000 + 

A.J. Fletcher Foundation
City of Raleigh Arts Commission
North Carolina Arts Council
United Arts Wake County

$10,000-$24,999

Bank of America
John William Pope Foundation
North Carolina Community Foundation

$5,000-$9,999

Clancy & Theys Construction Company
John Rex Endowment
Raleigh Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma 
Theta Sorority Inc.
St. Michael’s Episcopal Church
Temple Sloan Family Foundation
TowneBank

$2,500-$4,999

Blue Cross Blue Shield of NC 
Burroughs Wellcome Fund
Hayes Barton Baptist Church
Raleigh Kiwanis Foundation
Smith, Anderson, Blount, Dorsett, Mitchell & 
Jernigan LLP
White Memorial Presbyterian Church

$1,000-$2,499

Capital City Civitan Club
Christ Episcopal Church 
Hayes Barton United Methodist Women
Laura Daigle Community Foundation of 
Middle Tennessee
Ruggero Piano
Virginia Area Relocation Council
W. Trent Ragland, Jr. Foundation

$500-$999 cont.

Karen Wakeford
Jennifer Winston
Patricia Witt
Charlotte Wooten
Salli Parker Worth

Many thanks to everyone 
who contributed to the 4th 
Annual benefit concert 
honoring Tom McGuire, 
including Honorary Chair 
Barbara McGuire and her 
daughter Martha Sanders, 
and Co-Chairs Elizabeth 
Beam and Sandra Dubose.



11

Gifts In Memory Of: 

Myrna Bronstein
Vince Brooks
Marilyn Budrow
Mary Cates 
Jack DeBruyn 
Michael Hardy, Jr.
George Levine 
Marion Mackintosh
David L. Marzetti
Tom McGuire 
Jerry Nelson 
Clayton Odell
Eugenia Fearrington DeLaney 
Parker
Alice Virginia Poe Williams

Gifts in Honor Of: 

Elizabeth Beam
Owen Critzer 
Debra and Clayton DeCamillis
Melanie Doerner 
Angela and David Dowless 
Michael Franken
Donna Mooney-Haywood
David Permar
Waltye Rasulala
Rita Amos and Tom 
Robertson
William Sar
Eli Smith 
Jane Stikeleather 
Jeri Summer
Allyn Vogel 

*multi-year pledge
**in-kind donation

CMS is funded in part by the City of Raleigh based on 
recommendations of the Raleigh Arts Commission; and 
supported by the United Arts Council of Raleigh and Wake 
County, as well as the NC Arts Council, a division of the 
Department of Natural and Cultural Resources.



Scan qr-code to 
give the gift of 
music. CMS is a 
501c3 nonprofit.

Scan qr-code to give the 
gift of music. CMS is a 
501c3 nonprofit.

Board 2023-2024

Donna Mooney-Haywood
President

Martha Webb
Secretary

Sam Fulp
Treasurer

Victoria (Vikki) Posada 
Parent Representative

Zane Souvanlasy 
Faculty Representative

Dr. Candice Arrick
Nancy Brockman
Carolyn Colquitt
John Cramer
Sandra Dubose
David Jernigan
Myre Luke
Andrew (Andy) Martin
Ramon Martinez
Alfred Mays
Liza Nye
Martha Sanders
Robert (Bob) A. Sar
Chris Wagner
Francis (Frank) Westmeyer
Charlotte Wooten

Staff

Melanie Doerner
Executive Director

Dawn Downing 
Director of Development

David Dowless 
Director of Music Education

Adriana Arvelo 
Director of First Impressions

Dariel Dixon 
Database Manager

Trevor Jones 
Social Media & Promotions Manager

Jamie Davis
School Receptionist

Faculty 

Adam Ainsworth
Violin/Viola

Helena Bandy
Violin

Julia Bora
Cello

Jake Buchanan
Percussion

Mike Buckley
Guitar

Hanna Castellano
Explorations I

Kevin Clark
Guitar

Angela Dowless
Explorations I and II

Alexandra Franco
Piano

Charlie Garnett
Guitar

Winifred Garrett
Harp

Dr. Molly Hines
Violin

Dr. Anthony Lee
Piano

Rosendo Peña
Percussion

Waltye Rasulala
Piano, Voice

Clarence “Rocky” Raeford
Piano and Music Production

Bailey Rose
Woodwinds

Zane Souvanlasy
Piano

Shelby A. Sykes
Voice

Nick Venable
Piano

Contact
www.cmsraleigh.org
(919) 832-0900

POWER
MUSIC
POWER
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All photo credits: Lanny Ealey 
@ealeyimages unless otherwise stated


