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Pink Martini shares the stage with CMS students
Three CMS students were invited to audition and performed live with 
Pink Martini and the N.C. Symphony in their holiday concerts at  
Meymandi Hall, giving thousands of audience members their first  
impression of Community Music School. Pink Martini also graciously  
contributed proceeds from some of its merchandise sales to the school.

CMS teachers take Science of Sound into Wake County 
elementary schools
As part of United Arts’ Artists in the Schools program, CMS faculty  
developed a school assembly performance that correlates directly with the 
second-grade science curriculum. Now Hear This:  The Science of Sound  
teaches students how sound works and demonstrates how music comes 
from real instruments and those made from ordinary household items. 
Elementary schools have been enthusiastic about this creative new program.

New musical theater class stages successful debut
In partnership with Right on Cue Kids Theater, CMS wrapped up its pilot 
year of a new musical theater class in May with two performances of 
Once On This Island Jr. Students, families and CMS friends joined in standing 
ovations for the efforts of all involved. 

Flute student Kyrese performs with Pink Martini and the N.C. Symphony 
in December. Photo courtesy of N.C. Symphony.
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Dear Friend,

Community Music School’s 
23rd year of providing music 
education to underserved 
youth has been a year of great 
success amid great challenge. 
I would like to thank you for 
your partnership and take a 
moment to share some of our 
most important accomplishments: 

• �We received a tremendous outpouring of support for 
a special campaign that raised $100,000 to provide 
music lessons to over 110 students through-
out Wake County who would not otherwise have 
access to music education.  

• �Our 19-member professional faculty provided  
over 1,100 hours of private and group  
instruction to students ages 6 to 18 for $1 per  
lesson in a variety of genres, including orchestral  
instruments, piano, percussion, guitar, musical theater and 
music production. 

• �All our private lesson students participated in at least 
one of 23 performances offered throughout the 
community.  

• �100 percent of CMS seniors graduated from 
high school in 2017.

Our students continue to be transformed by the  
opportunities they receive at Community Music School:  
• �In December 2016, three of our students were 

selected to perform on stage at Meymandi Hall as 
featured soloists with Pink Martini and the 
N.C. Symphony. 

• �One student received a scholarship for and  
attended the prestigious Brevard Music Center  
summer program for piano performance.  

• �In May, 17 students in our inaugural musical 
theater class performed Once On This Island Jr. 
to standing ovations.

Your ongoing support has provided these incredible 
opportunities for our students and is also allowing us 
to re-envision and develop a strategic plan for the  
future of Community Music School.  We are counting 
on you today to continue your support and to spread 
the word about the life-changing experiences we 
provide.

Warm regards,
Carol Holland
President, CMS Board of Directors



HONORS STUDENTS 

STUDENT PERFORMANCES

A record 16 individual students were selected for the 2017 Honors Recital 
through our competitive nomination and audition process. Top row (l to r): 
Stephan, Zara, Adrian, Lanif, Manuel, Caryl, Michael. Front row (l to r): India, 
Zane, Jacob, Ian, Kyrese, Eddie, Arturo, Angie, Ryan.

ACHIEVEMENTS MADE POSSIBLE BY YOU,  
OUR DONORS, VOLUNTEERS AND FRIENDS

	    

minutes of classroom instruction minutes of practice time

increase in student applications 
for 2017-18 school year

cost to CMS students

concerts and community performances

per  
lesson 66,870 49,685$1

33%23
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STUDENT PROFILE
Many students come to 
CMS as children and  
continue in the program 
all the way through high 
school. One recent  
graduate is saxophone 
student Vinson, who  
attended CMS for seven 
years. “Community Music 
School has helped me to be 
more confident and 
grounded in my musical 
skills,” said Vinson.  
“Music has opened up many 
opportunities in my life, and I wouldn’t have gained the 
leadership, technical and creative skills that I have without 
the guidance of CMS.”

While in high school at Enloe, Vinson was the drum 
major of the marching band. He auditioned and was 
selected last December to perform as a featured  
soloist with Pink Martini and the N.C. Symphony. Now 
he is a freshman in the joint B.S. in Engineering -  
Mechatronics program with UNC-Asheville and NC 
State, studying a complex blend of mechanical, electrical 
and computer engineering, focused on the precision 
control of mechanical and machine systems.  
“Community Music School has impacted my life for the 
better, and I wouldn’t be where I am without them.”

CMS volunteer Jack DeBruyn, parent Marie, 
and her children Caryl, Stephan and Philemon 
pose for a picture after the kids performed at 
Jack’s church, longtime CMS supporter White 
Memorial Presbyterian.

FACULTY

Brass/Ear Training
Paul Rogers

Cello
Myriah Luke

Classical Guitar
Alex Gorodezky

Fundamentals of Music
Caroline Boyd
Waltye Rasulala

Guitar/Music Production
Elijah Melanson

Harp
Andrea Blanchfield

Musical Theater
Julia Fair

Music Mentorship/
Berklee PULSE
Matt Douglas

Percussion/Percussion 
Ensemble
Rosendo Peña

Piano
Maxwell Abbushi
Alexandra Chibukhchyan
Bradley Kraemer
Rahsaan McNeill
Waltye Rasulala

Violin/Viola
Patrick Jones

Voice
Rahsaan McNeill
Waltye Rasulala

Woodwinds
Mary Huntimer
Kelly Nivison Roudabush

Jazz Ensemble students perform 
with members of local jazz band 
Peter Lamb and the Wolves at  
a benefit dinner for CMS  
organized by Irregardless Cafe 
and Chef Arthur Gordon.



DONORS AND SUPPORTERS
INDIVIDUAL CONTRIBUTORS:
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Edward Ficaro
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Helen Meyer
Susan and Dale Oller
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Phyllis Rideout
Kyle Ross
Stephen Sheriff
Kenneth Smith
Mary Louise Spain
Margery and Curtis Springer 
Edward Vinson
Nancy Wells
Lisa and Tom Williamson

Robert and Doris Woodruff
June Williams

$250 to $499
Anonymous
Maggie Bailey
Timothy Bolden
Bill and Sallie Busby
Sarah and James Cameron
Ray Carroll
Mary and David Cates
Carson and Ken Clark
Randolph and Pamela Cloud
Barbara and Maurice Courie
Dave and Anne Cooper
Martha and Gregory Crampton
Georgia and Alec Donaldson
Elizabeth Grimes Droessler
George Edens
Susan Emmerson
Frederick Esposito
Sandra Fain
Baird Garrabrant
Sue Ann Glennon
Peggy Goodman
Sarah Greaser
Sharon Hamilton
Katherine Anne Hamlin
William Hamlin
Carson and Burt Harden
Susan and Carl Hibbert
Carol Holland
Mary and Dan Hughes
Fred and Bonnie Thron Jacobowitz
Bonner and Hal Jones 
Lorrie Jones
Chancy and Keith Kapp

Johnnye and Herbert Locke
William McHenry
Meredith McLaurin
Mary McMillan
Lu and Sam McNairy
Helen Miller
Larry Miller
Jeanne and Ronald Muñoz
Donald Namm
Laurie Nelson and James Randlett
Ayako Newton
Elizabeth Nicolas
Kathy O’Brien
Johanna O’Dell
Karen O’Donnell
Lesley Olson
Nancy and Lubin Prevatt
Frances Price
Gwendolyn and Leroy Reynolds
Lucy and Irwin Roberts
Mary and Neil Saunders
Robert and Judith Spaziano
Roscoe Strickland 
James Stuart
Lindsay Takkunen
Norma and Robert Tomb
Jan and Richard Torrey
Eric Vander Elst
Christine and Charles Wagner
Patricia and David Witt

$100 to $249
Anonymous 
Robert and Jane Allen
Sam Almaguer
Robert Anderson
Brandon Asbill

COMMUNITY SUPPORT
• �Quail Ridge Books found a creative way to support CMS, by pledging a nickel for every customer who 

declined (or brought their own) shopping bags.  To date, this has resulted in more than $1500 in donations 
and significantly fewer bags in landfills.  

• �CT Weekends in Cameron Village held multiple fundraisers for CMS during the holiday shopping season, 
donated funds raised at their annual fashion show, and tirelessly promoted the work of CMS to the broader 
community.  

• ��Irregardless Cafe and Chef Arthur Gordon held a dinner benefit in January featuring Americana 
band 15-501, members of Peter Lamb and the Wolves, and CMS student musicians, who brought the  
house down.   

• �The Glenwood South Neighborhood Collaborative coordinated a very successful neighborhood 
drop-in hosted by the Hampton Inn Raleigh Downtown to benefit CMS on March 14th.  Local restaurants 
and businesses donated food and raffle items, and students provided the musical entertainment.   

• �The Raleigh Flute Choir held a benefit concert at White Memorial Presbyterian Church.  
• �Oakwood Waits hosted a Christmas Concert of CMS students, teachers and friends, Cocoa and Carols. 
• �The Pour House, Boxcar Bar + Arcade and Harry’s Guitars all made special efforts to support 

CMS during the year. 
• �Kings hosted our Squirrel City Live benefit concert in October, featuring music from Caitlin Cary and The 

Small Ponds,  Ariel Pocock, Brett Harris, Joe O’Connell (Elephant Micah) and the CMS Jazz Ensemble.

DONOR SPOTLIGHT
In May, James Beard Award-winning chef and  
restauranteur Ashley Christensen hosted a benefit  
for CMS at her newest establishment, Death and Taxes.  
New CMS friends gathered to relish the fabulous food 
and appreciate the impressive talents of the CMS Jazz 
Ensemble (pictured with Ashley, at right). Thanks to 
Ashley’s generosity and hospitality, over $21,000 was 
donated to our program.  

According to Ashley,  
“Music and the arts are such an essential 
part of building a thriving community, and all 
children deserve the opportunity to learn and 
connect through music. I’m so grateful to have 
an organization here in Raleigh that creates 
these experiences for so many kids that  
otherwise wouldn’t have access to it.”

Harp student Roxana  
performs at the March 
neighborhood drop-in fund-
raiser hosted by  
the Glenwood South  
Neighborhood  
Collaborative.



PROGRAMS

CMS apologizes for any inadvertent errors or omissions in this roster. Please notify us of any corrections. 

Donations of instruments and music books/sheet music are vital to the educational programs at CMS.  We thank the many individuals, organizations and retailers who 
contributed to our instrument inventory and music library in 2016-2017. 

GRANTING AND CORPORATE PARTNERS:
City of Raleigh Arts Commission 
United Arts Council of Raleigh and Wake County

15-501 
Bank of North Carolina
Boxcar Bar + Arcade
Bright Funds Foundation
Capital City Civitan Club
Casio
Christ Episcopal Church - St. Madeleine’s Chapter
Cisco JustGive 
CT Weekends
David L. Marzetti Memorial Music Trust Fund 
DeMo’s Pizzeria and Deli 
Dodd Slight Family Charitable Fund
Ella Ann L. and Frank B. Holding Foundation 
The Feree-Gering Fund
Fuquay-Varina Junior Women’s Club 
Glenwood South Pharmacy + Market 

Anthony D’Anna
Warrick Fister
Tim and David Morrison 
Clayton O’Dell
Richard Poore 
Jim Rutledge
Patti Sheriff
Cliffornia Wimberley
Seth Zicko

IN MEMORIAM:
Brandon Asbill 
Tamla and Sheenaymu Badweh 
Elizabeth Beam
Carol Bilbro 
Marilyn Budrow 
Jeff Carroll 
Mary Cates 
Marion Church 
Kelly and Wayne Cobb 
Gloria and Bill Coe
Dianne Davidian 
Jack DeBruyn

Maxine Dodd Doyle 
Rebecca Duncan 
Robert Edens 
Philip Griffin 
Natalie and Michael Guld               
Martha Hays 
Edna Hensey 
Kristi Hipple 
Stephanie Hirschy
Rose Kenyon
Martha Keravuori 
Bradley Kraemer 

David and Marilyn Lynch 
Sara Jo Manning 
Ari and Caleb Moore 
Anita Nichols 
Dare O’Connor 
Emily Nicolaou
Frances Prevatt
Terry Stains Queen
Mimi Shackelford 
Zane Souvanlasy
Staff of the N.C. OCME
Jane Stikeleather 

Allyn Vogel 
Ian Waddill
Jake Wenger
Louise Wilkerson
Rob and Kate Woodruff
The children of Winifred           
     and Everett Ungemach
Ginny Zehr
Abby Zimmerman

IN HONOR OF:

Barbara and James Avery
Annette and Keith Bandy
Jim and Donna Belt
Thomas Blazejack and Suzanne Levinson
Linda Blount
Winifred Bolton
Thomas Browett 
Sandra and Bill Boyd
Parker and Davidson Call
Sandra Campbell
Wayne and Mary Carlson
Linda Caul
Marion Church
Margaret Clark
Richard and Linda Clark
Tracy Clark
Susan Clarke
Darden and David Coe
Bill and Susan Cokas
Tama and Dillon Coleman
Ann and William Collins
Cindy Collins
Charmaine Fuller Cooper
Sandra Crane
Adam Davis
Jerrie Dearborn
Kathryn Dole
Sara Duprey
Elsie Eads
Carolyn Elliott 
Jim Ericksen
Johnny and Genevieve Farmer
Michael and Anissa Ferris
Burt and Angela Floyd
Sylvia Freeman
Mary Susan Fulghum
Kenneth Gangl
Julia Garrison
Victoria and Tom Gerig
Elizabeth and Brian Gilger

Erin Glendening
Julie Gorka
Joan Gosper
Paige Haensel
Hope and Gerry Hancock
Stacey Hardee
Sandy and Wade Hargrove
Susan Hatch
Gerald Hawkins
Marilyn Hays
Sharon Hayes
Karla and David Heinen
Judith and Richard Hendrickson
Eileen Herbst
Belinda Hester
Nancy Hoagland
Jeanie Holmes
Mark Holt
Penelope Hornsby
Stephani and Scott Humrickhouse
Mary Sue Hunt
Daniel and Darlene Huntimer
Susan and Joseph Izatt
Kevin Jefferies
Robin Jenkins
Rebecca Johnson
Jay Johnston 
Rosa Juarez
Gertrude Kappel
Julian Kaufmann
Lee Ann Kennedy
Zee Khan
Kathleen Kidd
Joseph and Jan Kimosh
Christopher and Gretchen Kinnell
Tonya Kirk
Charles Kraemer
Leslie Kraemer
Pamela Krick
Richard and Anne Lafferty

Kirsten Lambert
Jeff Leiter and Carrie Knowles
Rebecca Levine
Ronald and Elizabeth Levine
Mack and Susan Little
Megan Livengood
Frank Lughes
Elizabeth and John Lunsford
Lyn Maness
Sara Jo Manning
Amy and David Marschall
Pam McClure
Katherine McInturf
Katherine Meares
Charles Meeker
Don and Loretta Mershon
Assad Meymandi
Ruth and Gary Mock 
Jerri Moore and Carl Platis
Sally Moore
Patricia Morrison
Thomas Nisbet
John and Hannah O’Connor
Elizabeth and R.  William Padgett
Carla Pasi
Mary Belle Pate
Robin Patra
Ann and Irv Pearce
Katherine and Robert Pellack
Elizabeth Ann and David Permar
Alice Pettyjohn
Lillian and James Poole
Alex and Amber Powers
Suzanne Purrington
Deborah Radisch
Claire Renfrow
Rosemary Ritzman
Charyl and Charles Safley
Elizabeth Scott
Mary and Don Scro

Carolyn Silber
Dena and Charlie Silver
Susan Singer
Blair and Steve Smallman
Ann and Wade Smith
Nat Smith
Katherine Stanley
Daneen and Charles Stiefel
Jane Stikeleather
Rebecca Stirewalt
Susan Stone
Robin Sullivan
Andrea Suppa
Eleanor Tabb
Katherine Taylor
Bonne and Harold Tharrington
Rebecca Thompson
Edward Ungemach 
Mary Van Name
Virginia Vance
Colleen Vitek
Katharine Vuocolo
Theodore Wagner 
Norman and Patty Watson 
Debra Wiggins
Patrick Williams
Judith and Larry Wilson
William Wimberley
Meribeth Withrow
Amy Womble
Julie Wood
Erin Wynia
Barbara Wynne
Larry and Sue Yarger
Jonathan York
Alexandra Yankwich and Jon Stone
Smedes and Rosemary York
Noga Zerubavel 
Thomas and Carol Zimmerman

Hallam-ICS 
Harry’s Guitar Shop
Hope Community Church
IBM
Irregardless Cafe 
John Montgomery, Inc. 
John William Pope Foundation 
Julia Ellen Crump Foundation 
Julia and Frank Daniels, Jr. Endowment Fund  
   of Triangle Community Foundation
Kings
Mellow Mushroom
Middle Creek High School Band Boosters
Midtowne Service League
Norman and Rose S. Shamberg Foundation 
Patricia A. Summers Family Foundation
Pink Martini and Heinz Records
The Pour House Music Hall
Quail Ridge Books

Raymond J. and Mary C. Reisert Foundation
Roberg Charitable Fund of Triangle Community Foundation
Ruggero Piano
Run For Young at Christ Episcopal Church
Saint Michael’s Episcopal Church
Salamander Fund of Triangle Community Foundation
Salesforce Foundation
SmallHD, LLC
Smith Anderson Community Fund
Springmoor Life Care Retirement Community
State Employees Combined Campaign
The Waddell Baker Charitable Fund 
WCPE
White Memorial Presbyterian Church
The Woman’s Club of Raleigh
W.  Trent Ragland Family Charitable Fund
Yep Roc Records
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