
In September, Community Music 
School students will be in a new 
home. The Church of the Good 
Shepherd will open the doors of 
their new Parish Life Center to 
PLAY (Private Lessons for At-
Risk Youth). Beginning on 
September 16, PLAY will teach 
200 private lessons on Friday 
afternoons and Saturdays to the 
students of Community Music 
School. This is an increase of 75 
lessons and the largest 
expansion the school has seen. 
Our heartfelt thanks goes out to 
the members of the Church of 
the Good Shepherd for 
welcoming CMS! 

Community Music School is preparing 
for unprecedented growth in 2005-06. 
Since 1999, the school has operated at 
a capacity of approximately 100-125 
students. This year, the lessons 
programs will expand to accommodate 
200 students.  

Additional lessons will be funded in part 
by the City of Raleigh Arts Commission, 
United Arts Council of Wake County, the 
North Carolina Arts Council, the 
National Endowment for the Arts, and 
individuals’ continued and increased 
support of Community Music School. 

The Church of the Good 
Shepherd to House 
CMS Lessons Program 
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Board of Directors 
 
Katherine Pellack 

 President 
Edna Hensey 

 Vice-President 
Martha Keravuori 

 Secretary 
Michelle Hile 

 Treasurer 
Horace Bone 
Mary Jo Littlewood 
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Jim Roof 
 

Advisory Board 
 
Larry Calhoun 
Mary Cates 
Clyde Holt 
Mary Hughes 
June Kelley Roberg 
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Clockwise from right corner: LaSaundra Lindsey, Brian Gil-
man, Rock Crawford, and Hollis Brown with students 

This program is funded in part by the 
City of Raleigh based on 
recommendations of the Raleigh Arts 
Commission.  

Community Music School, Inc. is 
supported by the United Arts Council 
of Raleigh and Wake County with 
funds from the Grassroots Arts 
Program of the North Carolina Arts 
Council, a state agency, Wake County 
and the United Arts Campaign. 

This project is 
supported in part by 
an award from the 
National Endowment 
for the Arts, which 
believes that a great 
nation deserves 
great art.  

This project received 
support from the 
North Carolina Arts 
Council, an agency 
funded by the State 
of North Carolina 
and the National 
Endowment for the 
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Congratulations  

to the  

Community 

Music School  

Class of 2005! 

Lassiter Speller 

Monique Watson 

Jennifar Gomes 
Jennifar Gomes has been a 
student at Community Music 
School since 1999. Starting her 
studies in violin, Jennifar was a 
member of the CMS String En-
semble for several years. In 
2003, she decided to switch her 
focus to piano and began study-
ing with Tonya Kirk. 

A graduate of Cardinal Gibbons 
High School, Jennifar was an 
active participant in student life 
and excelled in her academic 
studies. Jennifar participated in 

student council as president of 
her sophomore class. She was 
also a member of the National 
Honor Society, a hand-chosen 
group of students whose GPA 
and reputations with their teach-
ers earn them a place in this 
prestigious group. She helped 
other students at her school as a 
member of the Peer Ministry 
group. Jennifar was also the 
sports section editor for the 
yearbook and manager for the 
Frisbee team.  

A natural leader, Jennifar started 
an organization called the 
YBCA, or Youth Bengali Chris-
tian Association. By performing 
in song and dance at Bengali 
functions, they raise money for 
different organizations that help 
the poor. 

Jennifar was offered scholar-
ships from Peace College, Mere-
dith College, and Randolph 
Macon College and will be at-
tending North Carolina State 
University in the fall. 

demic clubs and music. She 
participated in Project Soar, was 
a member of the Medical and 
Biotechnology Club, and the 
Marching Band. Monique won 
2nd and 3rd place in gardening 
at the North Carolina State Fair 
and placed 5th in Medical Termi-
nology at the Regional HOSA 

Monique Watson will be 
attending Johnson C. 
Smith University in the 
fall. She will be majoring 
in pre-med with a minor 
in music. As a graduate 
of Southeast Raleigh 
High School, Monique 
was active in both aca-

Competition, allowing her to 
advance to the state levels. 

While at Community Music 
School, Monique studied clarinet 
and saxophone with Brian Gil-
man. She hopes to continue with 
music in her life by teaching 
children to play instruments. 

Society and graduated with a 3.9 
GPA. Active in the community as 
well, Lassiter was awarded the 
City of Raleigh Certificate of Life 
Skills and Development Train-
ing. 

Lassiter will be attending 
Winston-Salem State University 
on a Chancellor’s Scholarship in 
the fall. He will be pursuing a 
degree in music business and 
management. 

Lassiter Speller was the piano 
student of Nina Desai while 
attending Community Music 
School for 5 years. As an early 
graduate of Millbrook High 
School, Lassiter was on the 
National Honor Roll, the Mill-
brook High School Honor Roll, 
and was awarded Who’s Who 
Among American High School 
Students. He was also involved 
with the National Achiever’s 

Monique 
Watson, 
Class of 

2005 
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Class of 2005 



 

BENEFACTORS ($1000+) 
Anonymous 
Sanderson High Band Boosters 
 
SPONSORS ($500-999) 
Charles & Edna Hensey  
Susan Walker Gardner 
June Kelley Roberg 
Robert T. Spaziano 
Saint Michael’s Episcopal Church 
 
PATRONS ($250-499) 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Dean 
Milton Gore 
Dave & Michelle Hile 
John Montgomery 
Jerry Moore-Platis 
Betty J. Rapp 
 
FRIENDS ($100-249) 
Anonymous 
Bob & Carol Bilbro 
Bill & Sandra Boyd,  

in honor of Cecily Anne Boyd 
Jane M. Bullock 
Burrage Music Company  
Jim & Copie Cain 
Larry Calhoun 
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Corson,  

in honor of Michelle Hile and Kay Pellack 
Kiran & Jyoti Desai 
Jerry Ellisberg 
Susan Emmerson 
Richard & Katherine Fleck 
Genworth Financial 
Jim & Harriet Hill 
John & Lisa Hood 
Dan & Mary Hughes 
Ms. Margery Scott Johnson 

Mary Coker Joslin 
Martha N. Keravuori 
Conway Lanford 
Julie McVay 
Gary & Ruth Mock 
Crystal & Don Mullins 
Bo Newsome 
Mr. & Mrs. William Trent Ragland, Jr. 
Raleigh Area Flute Association 
Nancy Ritter 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Ruby  
William Erchul & Ann Schulte 
Sigma Tau Omega Chapter of Alpha 
Kappa Alpha 
Robert Steel 
Eunice Toussaint 
Jonathan Sharek, Toscha Turner, & Tom 
Turner family 
Patricia Walker 
Norman & Patty Watson 
Mrs. Louis R. Wilkerson 
Mr. & Mrs. Henry Vanpala 
 
FAMILIES ($50-99) 
Anonymous 
Anonymous,  

in honor Mr. & Mrs. Tom Schick 
Jerry & Nona Alvis 
Peter & Carolyn Andrews 
Nanci & Conner Atkeson 
Linda Bamford 
George & Doris Bason 
Sarah Bethune 
Angela Chevallier 
Robert Silver & Yong Choi 
Susan Cottrell 
Grass Roots Press 
James A. King 
Emily Laurance 
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Leach 
Rebecca N. Leager 
Paul & Lisa Malcolm 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Nelson 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Rulison 
Tom & Anne Schick 
George Stephens 
Jane R. Stikeleather 
Marty Suttle 
Greg Underwood 
Anna Wilson 
Teddy Witherspoon 
Brian & Ann Wood 
Vendetta Woodard 
Sue & Larry Yarger 
 

INDIVIDIDUALS ($25-49) 
Anonymous 
T.J. Anderson 
Christine Baermann 
Mr. & Mrs. Henry Bowers 
Mr. & Mrs. Henry Bowers,  

in memory of Sara Jenkins 
Bill & Sandra Boyd, 
In memory of Shaun Slattery 
Dr. Stacy Branch 
Judith A. Branz 
Jane R. Burris 
Mary Lou Eycke 
Theresa Frye 
Philip Garofolo 
Brian, Elizabeth, & Katherine 
Gilger 
Paul & Joy Goldsberry 
Bob Leker & Randee Gordon 
Sue Hoersting 
Sylvia Holtzman 
John & Marlene Kelsey 
Rebecca King 
Anne Laney  
Edgar & Dorothy Leduc,  

in honor of Robert Spaziano 
Richard & Dorothy May  
Bett & Bill Padgett 
Kay Parry-Hill 
Mr. & Mrs. Garland Radford, Jr. 
Sandra Lee Saxton,  

in honor of Dr. John Sprague 
Marjorie Schafer 
Mr. & Mrs. Alexander Shalaurov  
Margaret Anne Smith 
Alma W. Sparks 
Ann B. Wall 
Ben & Martha Waters 
Karen Wells 
Marietjie Wessels 
Belinda C. Williams 
Barbara Wynne 
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This list 

includes all 

donations 

from 2004-05. 

Thank you for 

your 

generosity! 

A very special thanks goes to 
Tammy VanPala  

and the Tri-M Chapter of  
Raleigh Charter High School for 
the lovely benefit concert held 

on behalf of CMS!  

GIFTS IN MEMORY OF MYRTLE METZ  
Corky & Bob Ajax  
Mr. & Mrs. Carl Almblad 
Eugenia Ashley  
Ralph & Daphne Ashworth 
Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Camp 
Vicky Chesnutt 
Mr. & Mrs. Wallace Finley  
Marie Jermain 
Mr. & Mrs. Jacques Jorgensen 
Sharon & Chuck Norman 
Dorothy Onisko 
Marie Smith 
Young Men’s Bible Class of First United  
Methodist Church of Cary 



and is a Nationally Certified Teacher 
of Music through the Music Teachers 
National Association. In addition to 
her position as Program Director, Kirk 
teaches private piano lessons. 

On the Board of Directors for the 
North Carolina Music Teachers 
Association, Kirk serves as the 

Community Music School is pleased 
to announce the hiring of Tonya Kirk 
as the new Program Director. This 
new position is being supported by 
grants from the City of Raleigh Arts 
Commission and United Arts Council 
of Wake County.  

Kirk is a familiar face at CMS. She 
has been teaching piano in the PLAY 
program for 4 years. She was also 
instrumental in starting the special 
needs program, Music Divine, in 
2004. An enthusiastic advocate for 
music education, Kirk will be 
responsible for running PLAY and its 
sibling programs, Independent 
Studies and Music Divine.  

Kirk holds a Master of Music in pinao 
performance from Mississippi College 

Outreach Chairman. She is also a 
member of the Raleigh Piano 
Teachers Association where she just 
completed two years on the board as 
a Co-Chairman for the Young Artist 
Auditions. 

Kirk is married to David Kirk, a 
pulmonary and critical care fellow at 
UNC Hospitals. They live in Durham 
with their three-year-old daughter, 
Anna. 

Please contact Tonya if: 

• You have an instrument to donate 

• You have music books to donate 

• You can volunteer to help with a 
recital 

• You can provide occasional 

transportation for a child 

P.O. Box 2545 

Raleigh, North Carolina 27602 

Phone: 919-856-7345 
Fax: 919-828-3056 
E-mail: com_music_school@mindspring.com 

community music school 

CMS Hires Program Director 

“Because every child deserves to be 

applauded at least once in their lives” 

Tonya Morgan Kirk, Program Director 

www.cmsraleigh.org 
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